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0 of 0 review helpful Author s Love By CutterSpaghetti Even more amazing than the exactness of detail researched 
into conjuring up this book and greater thaning the quality and historic emergence of these photos is the pride and 
enthusiasm that Michael Bielawa represents with the creation of this historic book I had the pleasure of meeting Mr 
Bielawa on a recent random encounter and was introduced to him and this book Bridgeport Connecticut owns a rich 
and diverse baseball history People from varied backgrounds stepped up to the plate in Bridgeport s early years sons of 
Irish immigrants laborers and merchants Asian and Latino players and some of the first African Americans to play 
professional ball Local baseball truly blossomed with Orator Jim O Rourke who returned from the big leagues and 
organized the Connecticut State Baseball League in 1895 Numerous Bridgeport teams ev About the Author Michael J 
Bielawa is the community relations librarian with the Bridgeport Public Library He is a local baseball historian and 
member of the Society for American Baseball Research He also writes and lectures on the history of baseball in Conn 
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